DWM SAMPLE POLICY – 2009                                                 

CODE: IJND

[NAME OF SCHOOL UNIT] WEB SITE

NOTE: Drummond Woodsum developed this policy and the accompanying guidelines to help school units meet applicable legal requirements for school web sites and to ensure that school web sites are utilized only for school-approved purposes.  We encourage school units with a web site to adopt a policy and guidelines governing its use.  
All annotations and notes in the sample should be removed prior to policy adoption. 

 [NAME OF SCHOOL UNIT] WEB SITE 
The [name of school unit] maintains an official web site to provide general information about our school system as well as information about educational programs, extracurricular activities and school events. This web site is intended to support the educational mission of the schools, to enhance the curriculum and learning opportunities for students and staff, and to inform the larger community about our schools.   The web site does not create, nor is it intended to create a public or limited public forum. 

NOTE: The optional section below reflects recent case law acknowledging that governments, including School Boards, have the right to express their positions in a particular medium (such as a web site) without opening that medium to other views, provided that the school establishes the message to be expressed  and exercises control over it.  School Boards may use the school web site and other media to advocate for their official positions on issues that fall within the scope of their authority, such as budgets and school building projects.  For more on this issue, see “Schools Have Speech Rights Too:  The Government Speech Doctrine,” elsewhere in these materials. 

 OPTIONAL PARAGRAPH:  
 The web site also provides the School Board a medium to publicize its official position on issues related to the schools such as school building projects, proposed school budgets and public policies affecting the schools.  The web site is an outlet for the official message of [name of school unit] and is not a forum for dissemination of other views.  The content of the web site shall remain in the exclusive control of [name of school unit], its school board and designated agents.  
 The Board has adopted guidelines to ensure that the [name of school unit]’s web site is in compliance with applicable laws and meets the highest educational and quality standards.  The Superintendent is responsible for implementing this policy, the accompanying guidelines and any additional administrative procedures that may be needed to govern the day-to-day management of the web site.  The Superintendent may delegate specific responsibilities to the [Technology Coordinator or other title as appropriate] as he/she deems appropriate.  

 Legal Reference:               20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 C.F.R. Part 99 

                                          20-A M.R.S.A. § 6001 

                                          17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. 

                                          47 U.S.C. § 1732 

Cross Reference:              IJND-R - Web Site Guidelines 

                                             IJNDB - Student Computer and Internet Use 

                                              GCSA - Employee Computer and Internet Use 

                                              EGAD – Copyright Compliance 
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